TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
27 SEPTEMBER 2026

Readings for Sunday, September 27: Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 21:28-32.
Jesus was obedient to the Father, even to death on a cross. We need never fear if we turn away from the path
of virtue for the Lord is ever ready to forgive us, if we but repent. Remember, the Lord’s compassion and kindness

are from of old.

Readings for Sunday, October 4: Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 4:6-9; Matthew 21:33-43.

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Special Day of Prayer is Wednesday.

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday after 9:00 A.M. Mass to 5:00
((AMdoratioy. PM in the Church. Benediction at 5:00 PM.

“Eucharisti

Date Intention Requested By

28 Sept. MON. 9:00 AM Judith Palladino Bonnie Stankunas

29 Sept. TUE. 9:00 AM Paul Labik Diane & John Sowell

30 Sept. WED. 9:00 AM Nancy Barbalace Patti & Bruce Pollock

1 Oct. THU. 9:00 AM Gerry Pennypacker Wife, Kathy

2 Oct. FRI. 9:00 AM Rev. Francis Suchanek

3 Oct. SAT. 4:00PM Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish

4 QOct. SUN. 9:00 AM Those Enrolled in St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Memorial Fund

ETERNAL REST grant unto them, O Lord. May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.
PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING of the parish especially those in homes and hospitals.
REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: Pray that God will bless and protect our young men and women in the
military.

NOVENA IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF
5P . THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL on Mondays
after the 9:00 AM Mass. All are
welcome to join in this special Marian
Devotions.

WOMEN’S SOCIETY MEETING
on Thursday, October 1 at 6:30
PM in the Social Hall. Hostess:
Sylvia Marcheskie.

_ THE ROSARY PRAYER GROUP leads the

| recitation of the Rosary every Sunday

8. before the 9:00 AM Mass. They also pray THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed on Wednesday,
~ the Rosary before the 9:00 AM weekday September 30 from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM.

Masses. All are welcome to join in these
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DEPOSIT FOR SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
2026-2027 Year to Date Collections

WINNER OF THE GOLD 50/50 ENVELOPE to support
Religious Education:
SEPTEMBER DRAWING - Daniel Ondo - $281.00.

MASS ATTENDANCE for September 19/20:
4:00 PM Mass - 120

9:00 AM Mass - 123

Total Attendance - 243

“ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK”

PARISH LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET
based on the PA Pick 3 Evening
: Number. Winning ticket number
must be the exact number drawn for
the PA Pick 3 Evening Number.
Tickets are $5.00 each and are sold on a monthly basis.
The prize for the winning ticket is $50.00 on weekdays and
$100.00 on Sundays and one specially-designated
weekday. This is our major fund raiser for the parish. We
encourage each family to purchase at least one ticket
each month. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Nrear.

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS
September 14 - #195 - unsold
September 15 - #614 - Grayson Arendt - $50.00
September 16 - #567 - unsold
September 17 - #424 - unsold
September 18 - #775 - unsold
September 19 - #412 - unsold
September 20 - #022 - unsold

CATAGNUS FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CENTER
610-323-4440

CONSIDER REMEMBERING YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL.
Call the Parish Office for more details.

AMERICAN RED CROSS

BLOOD DRIVE on October 5
from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM and
October 19 from 9:00 AM to

-

— 6:00 PM in the social hall. The

: blood collected will play a vital
American . . .

Red Cross role in helping patients

continue to celebrate the
moments that matter most. Consider donating blood for
those in need. Call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit
www.RedCrossBlood.org to make areservationto donate
blood.

MAGNIFICAT BOOKS - Those who purchased the
Magnificat can pick up their OCTOBER issue at the Parish
Office.

THE WOMEN’S SOCIETY would
like to hold another $5.00 Tea Cup
Sale. Thanks to the generosity of
those who donated tea cups for
our previous sale, we were able to
offer them for just $5.00. We are
once again asking for donations of gently used tea cups to
help make this sale possible. If you would like to donate,
please place your tea cups in the designated collection box
inthe church vestibule. To prevent breakage, please make
sure each item is securely wrapped. Thank you for your
generosity and continued support.

PREP (Parish Religious Education
Program) 2026-2027- Registration
for new families with preschoolers
ages 3, 4, and 5 years old, and
school age children in Grades K
Education Program  through 8 are encouraged to
register their children for PREP.
Information as well as the registration form is available on
the Parish website or feel free to contact Maria Boyer, DRE
(information on front of bulletin) with any
guestions/concerns.
FIRST PREP CLASS FOR 2026-2027 IS SUNDAY, OCTOBER
4.
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE - OCTOBER 3/4
4:00 PM Mass
Lector - Nester

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Vitacco; Break,
Tammaro & Tammaro; Choir, Bracaglia

Altar Server- Nester
Greeter - Wade
9:00 AM Mass
Lector - Willemsen

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Gerasimowicz;
Break, Boyer & Bernhard

Altar Servers - Nagel & Morris
Greeter - Hildebrand

7.%,6 C(QJM On Thursday we observe the Feast of St.
Therese of the Child Jesus, also known

P as ‘St. Therese of Lisieux’ and ‘The Little

Flower." Among many interesting facts

about her; she is the youngest person to
be designated as a doctor of the Church.

“O Little Therese of the Child Jesus,
please pick for me a rose from the
heavenly gardens and send it to me as a
message of love.”

---Opening Prayer of the Novena to St. Therese

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS - We have low
gluten hosts for those who need gluten
free. Please see Father before Mass to
let him know you require the low gluten
host.

—= FUNDRAISER ==

Tlatian Binner

COME SUPPORT THE POTTSTOWN YOUTH
GOING ON THE PILGRIMAGE TO

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 IN SOUTH KOREA

[ 4
1o

SEOUL

OCTOBER 10TH
5PM-8PM

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT

520

BAKED ZITI WITH
MEATBALLS AND SALAD

CASEY SERVICE CLUB
675 CONSTITUTION AVE POTTSTOWN, PA 19464

Birthright of Pottstown

OpenHouse

Come see what we are all about!

LEARN MORE ABOUT VOLUNTEERING

@ Tour our office
@ Talk to volunteers

@ Learn about our unique model of
support for women and babies

JOIN US!

9 327 King St., Pottstown

*parking available in public lot across the street*

Sunday October 11,2026

© 1.00-4:00 pn.
() 610-327-2626

birthright.org/pottstown ‘
| J Birthright of Pottstown

SAINT
ALOYSImE R Prcdchorl S
Faith - Tradition - I;wvn - Exeellence E 8 Gr'a'da
————— y

www.SaintAloysiusSchool.com
Pottstown, PA'19464 | 610-326-6167.

a\_‘\‘ ~ WEAREHIRING!

* CARES DIRECTOR
° CARES AIDE - MORNING (7:00 -9:00 AM)
° CARES AIDE- AFTERNOON (2:25-6:00 PM)

www.SaintAloysiusSchool.com/employment

aware@saintaloysius.net
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BOUND

Book Study

Starts Tuesday, Septembers 29
7:30 - 8:30 PM
Seven Weeks on Tuesday nights

UNBOUND Mmstry 1s a suuple, gentle, and
powerful prayer munstry where you will leam how
to clamn the freedom that Jesus Christ promised.
Struggling? Want more? Find the freedom Chuist
offers from repetitive si,unforgiveness, resentment,
anger, deep wounds of the past. Interested in how
you can recetve true freedom m Chirist? Jom our
. book study starting Tuesday night, September 29.
Attend the first class and see 1f 1t 1s right for you

Register at St. Columbkill webstte. https://steolumbkill org/

hittps:/fwww signupgentus.com/go/ T0AOC4A
ACAC2DAOFF2-64605234-unbound

~— %
Registration ends on September 20, 2026

St. Columbkill Parish, 200 Indian Spring Road, Boyertown, PA 19512

His J
AT SAINT MARY OF PROVIDENCE CENTER
OCTOBER 9-11, 2026

7 T cootsteps Of St. Francis of Assisi in
n

Ubliee Year

A JOURNEY OF TRANSFORMATION

Join us for a spiritual pilgrimage through the life of St. Francis of Assisi as we reflect on the defining
encounters that transformed his heart, deepened his relationship with Christ, and shaped his way of life.

Each conference will explore a pivotal moment in Francis’s spiritual journey and invite us to consider
how these encounters might speak to our own lives today.

OUR JOURNEY WITH PRESENTERS
FRANCIS SISTER ANNE AMATI  FR. JAMES WATSON

The Leper
Learning to love what we fear

The Crucifix of San Damiano
Hearing Christ’s personal call

Lady Poverty
Discovering freedom through
surrender

Sister Anne Amati, OSF hasserved asan . James Watson, OFM Cap. is a
. La Ve'i“" . educator,retreat director, facilitator, and  Capychin Franciscan prie;with
Conforming our lives to Christ congregational leader. A lifelong
Crucified franciscan, Anne spent Many Years - riipictry ang spiritual formation.
eading pilgrimages through Rome and 0\ 200 o e a retreat Leader
Assisi, sharing the spirituality of Saints
Francis and Clare. Her pilgrimage and speaker, helping others
experiences have deeply shaped her  encounter Christ through faith,
Franciscan journey and ministry. prayer, and reflection.

extensive experience in retreat

The Canticle of the Creatures
Finishing life in praise and gratitude

Retreat Cost: $250 (shared occupancy) 221 1sabella Rd Elverson, PA 19520 (610) 942- 4167 stmaryprov.com

PERMANENT DIACONATE
DISCERNMENT DAY

“Called to Serve as Christ the Servant”

Spend a day in prayer, conversation, and
discernment with permanent deacons, their
wives, and members of the Clergy Office and the
Diaconal Formation Team.

N

Whalt to expecl...

The day includes Mass in N \.
the Immaculate ™
Conception Chapel, : N

discernment and

y
formation sessions, }<>
breakout sessions for

men and wives, ﬁ?%

X S
breakfast, lunch, <> v fq.l\g
R . KO
fellowship, and a final
Q&A for those exploring a OPEN TO MEN 30-55 YEARS

possible call to the ) OF AGE.
i Wives are strongly encouraged
Permanent Diaconate. o attend.

@ Saturday, October 3,2026
(O Starts at 830 AM - 200 PM

9 Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary
1400 Evans Road, Ambler, PA 19002

SCAN ME
® 25-587-3883 archphila.org/d scs.edu/diaconal-formation

RETROUVAILLE:
REDISCOVERTHE LOVEIN
YOUR MARRIAGE - Tens
of thousands of couples
have healed their
marriages through
Retrouvaille. If you know anyone who could benefit from
this program, please pass this on. Couples learn to build
communication skillsandtoincrease intimacy. It provides
help for marriage problems, difficulties or crises. The next
program begins the weekend of October 2-4 at the Family
Life Center in Malvern. For more information or to
register, visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org or call 215-
766-3944. All inquires are strictly confidential.

) Retrouvaille

... alifeline for Marriages

ALL CLASS REUNION AND HOMECOMING on Saturday,
October 3 from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM at Cannstatter,
Philadelphia in honor of the 100" Anniversary of
Northeast Catholic’s opening in 1926. This is a family
friendly event! For tickets and information please call
215-543-1051 or contact necathalum@aol.com.
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Change of heart
Jesus turns the tables on his audience in today’s Gospel passage.

Our Lord tells the chief priests and elders of the people that it is tax collectors and prostitutes who are entering
the kingdom of God ahead of them.

This must have shocked Jesus’ listeners.

Tax collectors were widely scorned because of their collaboration with the Roman occupiers. And prostitutes
were looked down on in a society ostensibly grounded on the Mosaic law.

On deeper reflection, the conversion of tax collectors and prostitutes isn’t a total surprise.

Today’s account is from the Gospel according to Matthew, who had been a tax collector at the time Jesus called
him.

And in the Old Testament it was Rahab, a prostitute, who hid and aided the spies of Israel who came into Jericho
(see Joshua 2).

Matthew must have heard Jesus preach and took his words to heart. Rahab, for her part, had heard of how God
saved the Israelites at the Red Sea and concluded that he was the real God indeed.

Maybe Matthew and Rahab had reached a rock-bottom moment that forced them to re-examine their lives and
to look for something more transcendent.

If so, this contrasts with the chief priests and elders of the Jews who heard the preaching of John the Baptist but
shrugged it off.

That same dynamic occurs in our own day.

Many cradle Catholics have abandoned the faith, for instance, while other people, some with little or no religious
upbringing, are eager to enter the Church.

This prompts a question: How does the Gospel touch our hearts? Does it inspire us? Does it move us to try to
change our lives?

Is there something in the Gospels that has been nudging our conscience? The Holy Spirit always wants our
holiness. What step does he want us to take right now?

It’s not too late to change course.

— Father Edward Mcllmail, LC
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