
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

12 JULY 2026

Readings for Sunday, July 12: Isaiah 55:10-11; Romans 8:18-23; Matthew 13:1-23.

“The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.”  May the soil of our hearts be receptive to the
Word and carry it out through the presence of the Spirit.

Readings for Sunday, July 19: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Romans 8:26-27; Matthew 13:24-43.

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Special Day of Prayer is Wednesday.

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday after 9:00 A.M. Mass to 5:00
PM in the Church.  Benediction at 5:00 PM.

Date Intention Requested By 
13 July MON. 9:00 AM Michael Heayn Tony Vitacco
14 July TUE. 9:00 AM Anna M. George Kathy Bernhard
15 July WED. 9:00 AM Anna Nester Mary Lenhardt
16 July THU. 9:00 AM Philomena Bracaglia Joe Harbach
18 July SAT. 4:00 PM Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish
19 July SUN. 9:00 AM Victor D’Emilio Wife, Lucy & family

  
ETERNAL REST grant unto them, O Lord.  May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING of the parish especially those in homes and hospitals.
REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: Pray that God will bless and protect our young men and women in the
military.

NOVENA IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF
THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL on Mondays
after the 9:00 AM Mass.  All are
welcome to join in this special Marian
Devotions.

THE ROSARY PRAYER GROUP leads the
recitation of the Rosary every Sunday
before the 9:00 AM Mass.  They also pray
the Rosary before the 9:00 AM weekday
Masses.  All are welcome to join in these
Marian Devotions.

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS - We have low
gluten hosts for those who need gluten
free.  Please see Father before Mass to
let him know you require the low
gluten host.

THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed Thursday, July 16.
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DEPOSIT FOR JUNE 28, 2026.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,632

2025-2026 Year to Date Collections. . . . . . . . $235,583

DEPOSIT FOR JULY 5, 2026. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,315

2026-2027 Year to Date Collections. . . . . . . . . . $3,315

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, July 18 and 19 will
be the Gold 50/50 Envelope to support Religious
Education.

“ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK”

WARKER-TROUTMAN FUNERAL HOME

610-326-1510

CONSIDER REMEMBERING YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL. 
Call the Parish Office for more details.

AMERICAN RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE on July 20 from
2:00 PM to 7:00 PM in the
social hall.  Summer is a
season of joy, fun and
celebration, bringing people
together for things like
graduations, family reunions,

and community events.  The blood collected will play a
vital role in helping patients continue to celebrate the
moments that matter most.  Blood Drives are an
opportunity to turn summer celebration into a lifesaving
impact.  Consider donating blood for those in need. 
When donors come to give blood July 13-31, they will get
a Fandango Movie Ticket by email (up to $15 ticket price
and fees).  Call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit
www.RedCrossBlood.org.

ST. GABRIEL OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER PARISH
MEMORIAL FUND DONATIONS received in memory of:
JOHN COLASANTI requested by Jack Bucciaglia, Pete &
Lori LaRosa;
WILLIAM G. ZIMMERMAN requested by Michael Hipszer.

PARISH LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET based
on the PA Pick 3 Evening Number. 
Winning ticket number must be the
exact number drawn for the PA Pick 3
Evening Number.  Tickets are $5.00

each and are sold on a monthly basis.  The prize for the
winning ticket is $50.00 on weekdays and $100.00 on
Sundays and one specially-designated weekday.  This is our
major fund raiser for the parish.  We encourage each
family to purchase at least one ticket each month. Your
support is greatly appreciated.

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS

June 22 - #911 - unsold

June 23 - #710 - unsold

June 24 - #842 - unsold

June 25 - #006 - John Bukey - $50.00

June 26 - #910 - unsold

June 27 - #921 - Robert Mackey - $50.00

June 28 - #759 - unsold

June 29 - #393 - unsold

June 30 - #377 - unsold

JUNE FIGURES: 233 tickets sold - $1,165.00.  Payout to
winners - $400.00.  Cost of tickets - $100.00.  Profit for
June - $665.00.

July 1 - #372 - Karen Schaller - $50.00

July 2 - #199 - unsold

July 3 - #081 - unsold

July 4 - #242 - unsold

July 5 - #485 - unsold

MASS ATTENDANCE for June 27/28:
4:00 PM Mass - 135
9:00 AM Mass - 175
Total Attendance - 310

MASS ATTENDANCE for July 4/5:
4:00 PM Mass - 85
9:00 AM Mass - 127
Total Attendance - 212

THANK YOU to the person who anonymously took  care of
the weeds at the Blessed Mother Grotto.  We are happy
that you gave your time to help with the grounds around
the Grotto.
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On Saturday, July 18 and Sunday, July 19 after the Masses, we will have a Meet and Greet for Fr.
Matthew in our Social Hall.  Come enjoy some light refreshments and introduce yourself to Fr.
Matthew, our new Parochial Administrator.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE - JULY 18/19

4:00 PM Mass

Lector - Nester

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Durante; Break,
Tammaro & Tammaro; Choir, George

Altar Servers - Logaivau & Logaivau

Greeter - DiMarco

9:00 AM Mass

Lector - Willemsen

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Bernhard; Break,
Gerasimowicz & Carr

Altar Server - Miller & Griffin

Greeter - Neiman

PR E P (Par ish Rel i g i ous
Education Program) 2026-2027-
Registration for new families
with preschoolers ages 3, 4, and
5 years old, and school age
children in Grades K through 8
are encouraged to register their
children for PREP.  Information

as well as the registration form is available on the Parish
website or feel free to contact Maria Boyer, DRE
(information on front of bulletin) with any
questions/concerns. 

MAGNIFICAT BOOKS - Those who purchased the
Magnificat can pick up their AUGUST issue at the Parish
Office.

M A G N I F I C A T
SUBSCRIPTIONS are now
due.  Cost is $42.00 for
one year.  Subscription
b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e
NOVEMBER 2026 issue.  If
you are interested in
subscribing, please contact
the Parish Office.  Deadline

to sign up is Monday, August 17.
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Father Bally Knights of
C o l u m b u s  C o u n c i l
A N N U A L  G O L F
T O U R N A M E N T  A N D
BANQUET on Friday,
August 14 (Rain or Shine). 
Held at Twin Ponds Golf

Course, Gilbertsville.  Shotgun start for an 18-hole
scramble format at 9:00 AM.  Banquet and Awards
Presentation will begin at approximately 2:00 PM. 
Tournament includes: Door Prizes, 18 Holes of Golf,
Breakfast (Clubhouse) 7:15 AM to 8:45 AM, Barbecue and
Hot Dog Lunch, Prime Rib Banquet Dinner, Beer and
water throughout the day, Team Prizes for 1  Place, 2st nd

Place, and 3  Place as well as Skill Competition Prizes. rd

Fees: Golfers - $125.00; Banquet Only - $40.00.  Payment
and registration are due by August 8.  This is a 100%
PREPAID event.  Limit number of foursome is 30.  For
more information contact Gary Huster (610-972-0356 or
thebighue@aol.com), Joe Barrese (610-232-4171 or
joebarrese@hotmail.com).  This event goes to support
Knights of Columbus activities, charities and Pro-life
projects. 085 St. Gabriel, page 4 
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So-so soil

Jesus’ parable about the sower and the seed in today’s Gospel passage is both memorable and sobering.

Memorable because it’s so simple and graphic.

We can picture the birds swooping down for a quick lunch.  We can picture the tiny sprouts on rocky
soil withering under a blazing sun.  And then there are the thorns overwhelming the baby plants.

The parable is also sobering.  After all, of the four handfuls of seeds spread around, only one proves to
be fruitful.

To tap a sports analogy, that means the sower has a .250 batting average.  Which is so-so, not
spectacular.

Does any of this imply that the sower – the one spreading the Gospel message – is deficient?

If we see Jesus as the ultimate Sower, the answer has to be no; for there is nothing lacking in Our Lord.

And we can’t blame the quality of the seed; the Gospel message is all good.

The weak point is the soil – the soil of each human heart.  Some of the soil is thin or virtually
nonexistent or cluttered by weeds and thorns.

Which brings us to a challenge: Where do we see ourselves in this parable?

Are we the bare path?  Or the rocky soil?  The thorn patch, perhaps?  Or the fertile ground?

At on time or another, we might have been all of the above.  We are, after all, a work in progress, and
sometimes we resist one or another inspiration to do better.

Where might be too many thorns, too many distractions, in my life?

Where might I be more receptive to the seed of something the Holy Spirit is trying to sow in me?

Life is too short to be content with a .250 batting average.

–– Father Edward McIlmail, LC
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