NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

9 AUGUST 2026

Readings for Sunday, August 9: 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-33.

In the midst of our trials and tribulations, the Lord extends his hands to us and saves us. He calms our frightened
hearts through his quiet presence. May our faith in the Lord draw God’s chosen people to the new covenant in

Christ.

Readings for Sunday, August 16: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Romans 11:13-15, 29-32; Matthew 15:21-28.

“Eucharisti

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Special Day of Prayer is Wednesday.
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday after 9:00 A.M. Mass to 5:00

(dovatioy PM in the Church. Benediction at 5:00 PM.

Date

10 Aug.
11 Aug.
12 Aug.
13 Aug.
14 Aug.
15 Aug.
15 Aug.
16 Aug.

MON.

TUE.

WED.

THU.
FRI.

SAT.
SAT.
SUN.

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
7:00 PM
9:00 AM
4:00 PM
9:00 AM

Intention Requested By

John, Eileen & John Jr. Spotts Anne Chizauskie

Anna M. George Ken & Helen

Gregor & Rose Ferenz Granddaughter, Bonnie

Gormley, Yeager, Campbell & McQue Families
Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish
Judith Palladino Carol Palladino
Paul & Doris Smith Jack Smith
Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish

ETERNAL REST grant unto them, O Lord. May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace.
PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING of the parish especially those in homes and hospitals.
REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: Pray that God will bless and protect our young men and women in the

military.
NOVENA IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF Beginning in September,
"\ THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL on Mondays MASS will be celebrated on
after the 9:00 AM Mass. All are MASS FRIDAYS at 9:00 AM.
welcome to join in this special Marian (Yot 0| R Also, CONFESSIONS will be

Devotions.

CHANGE held on the FIRST FRIDAY of
each month after the 9:00 AM

__ THE ROSARY PRAYER GROUP leads the Mass.

| recitation of the Rosary every Sunday
% before the 9:00 AM Mass. They also pray
~ the Rosary before the 9:00 AM weekday THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed on Friday, August 14
Masses. All are welcome to join in these from 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM.
Marian Devotions.
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DEPOSIT FOR AUGUST 2, 2026
2026-2027 Year to Date Collections

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, August 15and 16,
will be the Mission Giving Collection for the Carmelite
Missions. The Carmelites are one of the four official
Catholic religious Orders recognized by the Church. They
were founded on Mount Carmel in the Holy Land in the
early 13" century. While the Carmelites have no
historical founder, they look upon Mary and the prophet
Elijah for spiritual inspiration. Carmelites seek to cultivate
a life of contemplative prayer. They seek to share the
gifts of their prayer life with the larger Church even as
they serve in active ministerial roles such as parish priest,
hospital chaplains, retreat directors, etc. The great saints
of the Carmelites Order include St. Teresa of Avila, St.
John of the Cross, St. Titus Brandsma and St. Therese of
Lisieux who is the patron saint of the Missions. Mission
money is used to fund various Carmelite projects around
the world. They are currently funding a Carmelite
Spiritual Center in Kenya. Financial support is also being
given to the Carmelite friars in Zimbabwe who are
building a pig farm to feed the local population. The St.
Elias Carmelites also send funds to the friars in Trinidad
who have established a program called Elijah’s Bread
which provides food for the needy in Port of Spain.

“ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK”

AMERICAN RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE on August 17
+ from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM and
September 8 from 1:00 PM to
— 6:00 PM in the social hall.
American Summer is a season of joy, fun

Red Cross . L
and celebration, bringing
people together for things like
graduations, family reunions, and community events. The
blood collected will play a vital role in helping patients
continue to celebrate the moments that matter most.
Blood Drives are an opportunity to turn summer
celebration into a lifesaving impact. Consider donating
blood for those in need. When donors come to give blood
in August, the Red Cross will say thanks with a $20 Amazon
Gift Card by email. Call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit

www.RedCrossBlood.org.

PARISH LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET

A based on the PA Pick 3 Evening

B@ﬁl@ Number. Winning ticket number

must be the exact number drawn

8 for the PA Pick 3 Evening

Number. Tickets are $5.00 each

and are sold on a monthly basis. The prize for the winning

ticket is $50.00 on weekdays and $100.00 on Sundays and

one specially-designated weekday. This is our major fund

raiser for the parish. We encourage each family to

purchase at least one ticket each month. Your support is
greatly appreciated.

POTTSTOWN ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY
610-326-7880

CONSIDER REMEMBERING YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL.
Call the Parish Office for more details.

MASS ATTENDANCE for August 1 & 2:
4:00 PM Mass - 125

9:00 AM Mass - 109

Total Attendance - 234

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS
July 27 - #630 - unsold
July 28 - #043 - Stephanie Pacanowski - $50.00
July 29 — #153 - Joe Greene - $50.00
July 30 - #042 - unsold
July 31 - #001 - unsold

JULY FIGURES: 217 Tickets sold - $1,085.00. Payout to
winners - $350.00. Cost of tickets - $100.00. Profit for
July - $635.00.

August 1 - #413 - Luke Esposito - $50.00
August 2 - #591 - Jack Carr - $100.00
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE - AUGUST 15 & 16
4:00 PM Mass
Lector - Willlemsen

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Vitacco; Break,
Tammaro & Tammaro; Choir, Bracaglia

Altar Server - Nester
Greeter - Scheidt
9:00 AM Mass
Lector - Boyer

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Bernhard; Break,
C. Bucciaglia & Gerasimowicz

Altar Servers - Miller & Francis

Greeter - Carr

(e Corner

We observe the Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday.
Take comfort in what the Catechism tells us
about this miraculous event:

“The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a _
singular participation in her Son's Resurrection
and an anticipation of the resurrection of other
Christians.” - CCC 966

Did you catch that? “..an anticipation of the
resurrection of other Christians.” Like you and me!

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS - We have low

gluten hosts for those who need gluten
free. Please see Father before Mass to
let him know you require the low gluten
host.

THE WOMEN'’S SOCIETY would
like to hold another $5.00 Tea
Cup Sale. Thanks to the
generosity of those who donated
tea cups for our previous sale, we
were able to offer them for just
$5.00. We are once again asking
for donations of gently used tea
cups to help make this sale possible. If you would like to
donate, please place your tea cups in the designated
collection box in the church vestibule. To prevent
breakage, please make sure each item is securely
wrapped.

Thank you for your generosity and continued support.

PREP (Parish Religious
Education Program) 2026-
2027- Registration for new
families with preschoolers
ages 3, 4, and 5 years old,
and school age children in
Grades K through 8 are
encouraged to register their
children for PREP. Information as well as the registration
form is available on the Parish website or feel free to
contact Maria Boyer, DRE (information on front of
bulletin) with any questions/concerns.

FIRST PREP CLASS FOR 2026-2027 IS SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27.

Parish Religious
Education Frogram

MAGNIFICAT
SUBSCRIPTIONS are now
due. Cost is $42.00 for
one vyear. Subscription
begins with the
NOVEMBER 2026 issue. If
you are interested in
subscribing, please contact
the Parish Office. Deadline
to sign up is Monday, August 17.

THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY IS
ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 15.

The Mass Schedule is:

Friday, August 14 - Vigil Mass at
(@ 7:00 PMm.

Saturday, August 15 - Mass at
9:00 AM.

ST. GABRIEL OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER PARISH
MEMORIAL FUND DONATION received in memory of:
THOMAS VAGASKY requested by Anna Baldasano.
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2026 Catholic Women's Conference
IN AN ARTIFch

Saturday, October 24
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Keynotes:
Sister Anna Laura Karp, OP
Colleen Carroll Campbell

Full details & registration:
catholicwomensconference.org

“TAKE COURAGE! | HAVE OVERCOME THE
WORLD.” (JN 16:35)

THE WELL

CONFERENCE
NOV 7, 2026

SHERATON HOTEL PHILADELPHIA &
CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

GET YOUR
—; SUPER EARLY
BIRD TICKETS

’ TODAY!

MORE DETAILS TO BE ANNOUCED!
PHILLYYAM.ORG/THEWELL/

WORLD YOUTH DAY

Seoul, South Korea
Join the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
at World Youth Day

AUGUST 1-10, 2027

World Youth Day

Trip Information Meeting
Join us to for a free dinner and learn more
about the 2027 trip to South Korea for

World Youth Day!

MEETING DATE
Monday, August 10, 2026 6:30 PM (EST)

LOCATION
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Pastoral Center
1601 Cherry Street, Suite 1100, Philadelphia, PA

. Scan the QR
e officeeprorome.com code to RSVP

for the dinner
@ prorometou rs.com/wydseou\

Discover more about World Youth Day by visiting wydseoul.org/en

PROROME
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The struggle for silence

One of the most dramatic scenes in the First Book of Kings was Elijah’s contest with the 450 prophets
of the pagan god Baal.

They called on their god, and Elijah called on the Lord. Suffice it to recall that Elijah was the only one
who survived the contest.

But the victory made him a target of the anger of King Ahab’s wife Jezebel. So Elijah fled and
eventually, at the command of an angel of the Lord, walked forty days to Mount Horeb where he
sheltered in a cave.

This is where today’s first reading at Mass picks up.

Elijah exits the cave at the Lord’s bidding. The prophet feels a wind so strong that it crushes rocks, “but
the Lord was not in the wind.” Then comes an earthquake and then a fire, but the Lord isn’t in them
either.

Finally, there comes a tiny whispering sound, and that is when Elijah knows God will speak.

This incident can be read as a lesson about prayer. We won'’t likely hear the Holy Spirit in our hearts
when we are surrounded by noise or when our minds are filled with images and music and a to-do list
of daily chores.

Rather, the Spirit communicates with us softly and gently, so subtly that we can miss him if we lack
interior silence.

This is why it helps if we don’t overload on media and newsfeeds all day. It’s hard to focus on prayer
when our memory is packed with the latest news from Washington or Wall Street or Hollywood.

Having a good prayer life requires preparation throughout the day. We do that be limiting our intake
of media and leaving space for silence.

Where can we start to carve out more silence in our day? The Spirit is waiting to fill that silence.

— Father Edward Mcllmail, LC

085 St. Gabriel, page 5



