
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

23 AUGUST 2026

Readings for Sunday, August 23: Isaiah 22:19-23; Romans 11:33-36; Matthew 16:13-20.

As Eliakim is given authority as master of the palace, so does Jesus confer upon Peter authority to bind and loose. 
To Jesus, who promised to be with his Church for all time, be glory for ever and ever!

Readings for Sunday, August 30: Jeremiah 20:7-9; Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 16:21-27.

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish Special Day of Prayer is Wednesday.

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: Wednesday after 9:00 A.M. Mass to 5:00
PM in the Church.  Benediction at 5:00 PM.

Date Intention Requested By 
24 Aug. MON. 9:00 AM Charles & Karen Sobolewski Jack & Lori Carr
25 Aug. TUE. 9:00 AM Joseph Ondo Jack Bucciaglia & family
26 Aug. WED. 9:00 AM Gregory Golazeski Tony & Theresa Vitacco
27 Aug. THU. 9:00 AM Francis Schwoyer Jack Bucciaglia
29 Aug. SAT. 4:00 PM Joseph Appolonia Ann Discher
30 Aug. SUN. 9:00 AM Parishioners of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish

  
ETERNAL REST grant unto them, O Lord.  May the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
PRAY FOR THE SICK AND SUFFERING of the parish especially those in homes and hospitals.
REMEMBER OUR TROOPS: Pray that God will bless and protect our young men and women in the
military.

NOVENA IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF
THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL on Mondays
after the 9:00 AM Mass.  All are
welcome to join in this special Marian
Devotions.

THE ROSARY PRAYER GROUP leads the
recitation of the Rosary every Sunday
before the 9:00 AM Mass.  They also pray
the Rosary before the 9:00 AM weekday
Masses.  All are welcome to join in these
Marian Devotions.

Beginning in September, MASS
will be celebrated on FRIDAYS
at 9:00 AM.
Also, CONFESSIONS will be
held on the FIRST FRIDAY of
each month after the 9:00 AM
Mass.
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DEPOSIT FOR AUGUST 16, 2026. . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,889

2026-2027 Year to Date Collections. . . . . . . . . $30,377

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND, August 29 and 30,
will be the Gold 50/50 Envelope to support Religious
Education.  

“ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK”

CATAGNUS FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CENTER

610-323-4440

CONSIDER REMEMBERING YOUR PARISH IN YOUR WILL. 
Call the Parish Office for more details.

MASS ATTENDANCE for August 15/16:
4:00 PM Mass - 125
9:00 AM Mass - 92
Total Attendance - 217

AMERICAN RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE on September 8
from 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM and
September 21 from 2:00 PM
to 7:00 PM in the social hall. 
Summer is a season of joy, fun
and celebration, bringing
people together for things like

graduations, family reunions, and community events.  The
blood collected will play a vital role in helping patients
continue to celebrate the moments that matter most. 
Blood Drives are an opportunity to turn summer
celebration into a lifesaving impact.  Consider donating
blood for those in need.  When donors come to give
blood in September, the Red Cross will say thank you with
a one-of-a-kind Red Cross x Hello Kitty collectible plush
mascot clip and surprise sticker pack while supplies last.
Call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org to
make a reservation to donate blood.

PARISH LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET
based on the PA Pick 3 Evening
Number.  Winning ticket number
must be the exact number drawn
for the PA Pick 3 Evening
Number.  Tickets are $5.00 each
and are sold on a monthly basis. 

The prize for the winning ticket is $50.00 on weekdays and
$100.00 on Sundays and one specially-designated
weekday.  This is our major fund raiser for the parish.  We
encourage each family to purchase at least one ticket
each month. Your support is greatly appreciated.

LOTTERY RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS

August 10 - #608 - unsold

August 11 - #100 - unsold

August 12 - #948 - unsold

August 13 - #152 - unsold

August 14 - #500 - Chris Gerasimowicz - $50.00

August 15 - #715 - unsold

August 16 - #684 - unsold

THE WOMEN’S SOCIETY would
like to hold another $5.00 Tea
Cup Sale.  Thanks to the
generosity of those who
donated tea cups for our
previous sale, we were able to
offer them for just $5.00.  We
are once again asking for
donations of gently used tea

cups to help make this sale possible.  If you would like to
donate, please place your tea cups in the designated
collection box in the church vestibule.  To prevent
breakage, please make sure each item is securely wrapped.
Thank you for your generosity and continued support.

ST. GABRIEL OF THE SORROWFUL MOTHER PARISH
MEMORIAL FUND DONATIONS received in memory of:
CYNTHIA NORE requested by Anna Baldasano, Judie & Jake
Perlstein, Sylvia Marcheskie, Vivian Fitch.

THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed on Friday, August 28.
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE - AUGUST 29/30

4:00 PM Mass

Lector - Nester

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, Durante;  Break,
Tammaro & Tammaro; Choir, Vitacco

Altar Server - Wasylkowski

Greeter - Wade     

9:00 AM Mass

Lector - LaRosa

Ministers of Holy Communion - Front, C. Bucciaglia;
Break, Boyer & Gerasimowicz

Altar Servers - Morris & Miller

Greeter - Carr

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS - We have low
gluten hosts for those who need gluten
free.  Please see Father before Mass to
let him know you require the low gluten
host.

PREP (Parish Religious
Education Program) 2026-
2027- Registration for new
families with preschoolers
ages 3, 4, and 5 years old,
and school age children in
Grades K through 8 are
encouraged to register their

children for PREP.  Information as well as the registration
form is available on the Parish website or feel free to
contact Maria Boyer, DRE (information on front of
bulletin) with any questions/concerns.
FIRST PREP CLASS FOR 2026-2027 IS SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 27.

God our Father,

in Your plan for our salvation

You provide shepherds for Your

people.  Fill Your Church in the

Archdiocese of Philadelphia,

especially

St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother Parish,

with the Spirit of courage and love.

Raise up from our families future

priests: worthy ministers for Your

altars, generous and ardent

servants of the Gospel.

We ask this through

Christ our Lord.  Amen.

“Pray for all seminarians, that they may

persevere in their calling.  Please pray

for all priests and for the success of their

ministry among God’s people.  And please

pray the Lord of the harvest to send more

laborers into His vineyard, the Church.”

Pope St. John Paul II

Address to Seminarians

St. Martin’s Chapel

October 3, 1979

085 St. Gabriel, page 3 



085 St. Gabriel, page 4 



The rock

A well-known Catholic writer was once invited to a Christian college in the Midwest to speak at an
academic gathering.

During an intermission between talks, an Evangelical approached the Catholic and confided in a low
voice, “You know what?  We need a pope, too.”

The academic event had been touching on topics of intense debate among non-denominational
Christians.  The non-Catholic realized in that they had no way to resolve some basic issues since they
had no one who could make a final decision.

In a flash of insight he recognized the Catholic Church’s advantage in having a Pope, the Vicar of Christ,
who could make final decisions on disputed topics.

This is one of the things Jesus gave us when, in today’s Gospel reading, he says, “You are Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my Church.”

Jesus assures Peter, “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

In other words, Peter and his successors (the Popes) have the authority to make decisions for the Church
that will also be honored in heaven.

The papacy is a great gift for helping us attain clarity and certainty.  The charism of infallibility, which
prevents a Pope from making errors in matters of faith and moral in formal contexts, undergirds that
certainty.

Hence, we can confidently repeat the ancient phrase Roma locuta, causa finita est.  Rome has spoken,
the case is closed.

Something akin to that kind of dynamic helps make family life less chaotic.  When everyone in the van,
for instance, is squabbling about where to stop for lunch, it’s Dad’s final decision that puts the issue to
rest.

Do we appreciate that kind of order in the Church?  Do we appreciate having a Pope?  And is there some
papal teaching that we need to pay more attention to?

For if we follow Peter, we can rest assured that we remain on solid rock.

– Father Edward McIlmail, LC
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